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Montgomery County Juvenile Court

Montgomery County
Â One of 88 Ohio Counties, Dayton is the County Seat

Â 31 jurisdictions including 9 townships and 5 villages

Â 585,000 population

Â73% European American

Â21% African American

Â4% Hispanic American

Â2% All others 

ÂSchool-age youth ages 5-17: 101,000



Montgomery County Juvenile Court

Á 20,465 referrals to Juvenile Court in 2008

Á Average of 56 new referrals/18 youth charged per day

Á Approx. 6,500 youth charged with offenses in 2008

Á 65% of youth have drug/alcohol problems (4,250)

Á 10 to 12% additional youth have mental health problems 
(750)

Á 4,015 Custody/Support/Parentage and Abuse/Neglect/ 
Dependency related cases



Montgomery County Juvenile Court
Juvenile Court Mission Statement

We are a court of law dedicated to the task of upholding the 

Constitution and administering the laws in a just and equal manner. 

We strive to provide individualized justice for our children and

protect our community, carefully balancing the interests of both.

We believe there must be consequences for violation of the 

laws and that treatment begins with legal consequences.  

These consequences are intended to teach one responsibility 

and accountability for their actions; yet our goal is not to 

punish but to rehabilitate whenever rehabilitation can be 

effected without endangering the community.



Montgomery County Juvenile Court

Juvenile Court Goals  

We are a Juvenile Court and, although protecting children is everyone's 

responsibility, we must be the catalyst in rallying the entire community 

through the following:  

ÅBeing a leader in the effective and cost-efficient utilization of  

community resources for the treatment of children and families

ÅProviding for the protection of the community through just and speedy 

consequences 

ÅBeing sensitive and responsive to individual victims and their families



The Role of the Guardian ad Litem

A Guardian ad Litem (GAL) is appointed 

by the Court 

to assist the Court in its determination of a 

childôs best interest.



The Role of the Guardian ad Litem
(continued)

To further meet this goal, the GAL:

Åmeets with and establishes a relationship with the child

Åcontacts persons significantly affecting or having 

relevant knowledge of the childôs life

Ågathers information and examines records

Åinvestigates the childôs situation in order to provide the 

court with pertinent information 

Åmakes a recommendation as to the childôs best interest



The Role of the Guardian ad Litem
(continued)

1. The GAL shall act in the childôs best interest

2. The GAL shall:

Å interview the child away from the presence of the parent, 

custodian, and/or foster parent      

Å observe the child with each parent or custodian

Å make home visits

Å contact professionals with whom the child has contact 

Å explore the childôs wishes



The Role of the Guardian ad Litem
(continued)

3. The GAL shall:

Åreview the relevant court documents, including criminal, civil,    

educational, and administrative records pertaining to the child and/or 

parents

Åactively participate in court proceedings

Årecommend any additional evaluations of the child, such as    

psychological, mental health and/or substance abuse

Åmonitor compliance with court orders by all parties, including Children 

Services



The Role of the Guardian ad Litem
(continued)

(Please note that parties to the proceeding have the right to cross-

examine the GAL concerning the contents of the report and the basis 

for a custody recommendation. )

5. Finally:  The GAL shall continue to serve on behalf of the child 

until discharged by the Court

4. The GAL shall:

Åpresent a report and recommendation to the Court

Åbe prepared to testify, be objective and report  ALL conflicts 

of interest



Amendments to the Rules of Superintendence Regarding GAL 

Related Duties

ÅAlthough some courts had local rules, this is the first rule that 

sets statewide standards regarding the appointment, 

responsibilities, training and reporting requirements of 

Guardians ad Litem. Sup. R. 48 applies in all domestic 

relations and juvenile cases in Common Pleas Court when the 

Court appoints a Guardian ad Litem to protect and act in the 

best interest of a child. The rule requires each Court to enter 

an Order of Appointment, which identifies the capacity in which 

the Guardian ad Litem is appointed.

×Effective March 1, 2009

×See Appendix A

Rules of Superintendence


